
The Mysterious Forest Adventure

Once upon a time, in a small village next to a big, wild forest, there lived a girl named 
Emma. Emma loved being outside. She was always curious and ready for a new 
adventure! 

One sunny afternoon, Emma decided to explore deeper into the forest than she ever had 
before. She packed her backpack with a map, a snack, and her trusty flashlight. Then, 
with a big smile, she set off into the woods.

As Emma walked, she noticed the trees getting taller and the sunlight fading. Suddenly, 
she spotted something strange. It was a trail of glowing footprints! They shimmered like 
tiny stars on the ground, leading straight to a huge oak tree. 

Read each question. 
Look back at the story and circle or underline the part that helps you answer the question. 

Then, write your answer in the box.

What unusual thing did Emma find in the forest, and where did it lead her? Circle or underline 
the part of the story that provides this information.

Describe the features of the magical world Emma discovered. Circle or underline the parts of 
the story that detail these features.

Who did Emma meet in the hidden world, and what did they tell her? Circle or underline the 
parts that show who she met and what they said.

Why do you think Flora, the deer, was important to the forest? What clues in the story tell you 
this?

Draw It!
What do you think happened next? Draw a picture of what you think Emma and Flora’s next 
magical adventure might be. Where will they go, and who will they meet?

Emma’s heart beat faster. Should she follow 
them? Of course she should! She carefully 
followed the glowing trail until she found 
something amazing. Right in front of her was a 
little door hidden at the bottom of the tree! She 
took a deep breath, then pushed it open.

Inside, Emma couldn’t believe her eyes. She had 
stepped into a magical world where animals 
could talk and flowers sang sweet songs! Soon, 
she met a wise old owl named Ollie. He told her 
she had found the secret forest, a place that only 
a few lucky people ever discovered.

Ollie explained that the glowing footprints belonged to Flora, a kind deer who protected 
the forest. Before long, Emma and Flora became great friends. Together, they went on 
exciting adventures, meeting talking animals, exploring sparkling rivers, and listening to 
the singing flowers.

It was a day Emma would never forget! She knew it was only the beginning of many 
more magical adventures to come.

Color in the number of stars 
you would give this story.
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Parent Guide
Tips for Helping Your Child Read the Story
• Preview Together: Look at the title and the first few lines. Ask, “What do you think this story will be

about?”
• Read Aloud: Take turns reading paragraphs or let your child read to you. Encourage using an excited

voice, especially during the magical parts!
• Pause to Visualize: Ask your child to close their eyes and picture what’s happening after key

moments (like seeing the glowing footprints).
• Use a Highlighter: Let your child highlight or underline important parts that help answer the

questions.
• Discuss Vocabulary: Circle new or challenging words and discuss their meanings. This helps to

expand your child’s vocabulary and understanding of the story.
• Noodle Review: Ask your child why they reviewed the story the way they did. What would earn the

story more stars?
• Celebrate Curiosity: If your child asks “What if...?” or imagines other story ideas, encourage them to

explore those thoughts.

Suggested Answers to Questions
What unusual thing did Emma find in the forest, and where did it lead her? 
• She found glowing footprints that led her to a little door at the bottom of a tree.

Describe the features of the magical world Emma discovered. Circle or underline the parts of the story 
that detail these features.
• It was a place where animals could talk and flowers sang sweet songs.

Who did Emma meet in the hidden world, and what did they tell her?
• She met Ollie, the wise old owl, who explained that the footprints belonged to Flora, a kind deer who

protected the forest.

Why do you think Flora, the deer, was important to the forest? What clues in the story tell you this?
• Flora protected the forest.

What do you think happened next? Draw a picture of what you think Emma and Flora’s next magical 
adventure might be. Where will they go, and who will they meet?
• Encourage your child to dream big! Maybe Emma and Flora discover a crystal cave, meet a dragon, or

save a river from drying up.

At-Home Family Extensions
Nature Walk Adventure: Go on a walk and pretend you are following glowing footprints. What magical 
thing might be around you?

Create Your Own Secret World: As a family, invent a magical world together. Name it, decide who lives 
there, and describe what magical powers it has.

Story Expansion: Write a short sequel together. What challenge will Emma face next?


